240 x 160. Epidemiological studies can provide information for improving clinical decision-making and planning anaesthetic services. Using mortality and morbidity studies, halothane hepatitis and the theatre pollution controversy as vehicles, the principles of clinical epidemiology are reviewed. Aspects of the anaesthetic record including computerisation occupy the final three chapters. A 'must' for anaesthetists involved in clinical research and teaching.
; 136 x 204. The authors from the University Departments in Leeds and Liverpool have directed this wellpresented book at medical students, but it would also provide nurses and paramedical staff with an overview of anaesthetics. Regrettable omissions are a description of an anaesthetic machine and the principles of commonly used circuits. Students are advised to acquaint themselves with the circuits.
The chapter on cardiopulmonary resuscitation contains material at variance with policies of the Australian Resuscitation Council.
Despite these reservations, the book is a useful text. Convincing evidence is presented suggesting that oxygen free radicals are involved in the production of organ dysfunction in a multitude of experimental situations. As well, the reduction of oxygen free radicals in these organs is associated with a marked attenuation of the damage. No therapeutic suggestions are offered; however, one is left with the feeling clinically relevant therapies may be available in the near future. 
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